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OPENING PRAYER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The meeting was convened at 6:30 p.m., Annunciation Parish Center, by Fr. Alex Zenthoefer. All members of the Parish 

Pastoral Council present.  

 

Brief self-introductions were followed by an opening reflection by Fr. Alex on a passage from Genesis 12, God’s call to 

Abram.  

 

REVIEW OF LIAISON RESPONSIBILITIES 

The responsibilities of the Parish Council members as Vision Committee liaisons were reviewed. The Parish Council is 

composed of two liaisons for each of the seven parish vision committees, with one liaison having been a member of Holy 

Spirit Parish and one liaison having been a member of Christ the King Parish.  

 

The responsibilities of the liaisons include reporting to the Parish Council the work of the vision committee they 

represent. An example of the report template was reviewed. One of the tasks of Missy Parkison as Evangelization 

Coordinator is to facilitate the work of the vision committees. Missy will send the liaisons a report template and will 

prompt them when a report is due. A schedule of vision committee reporting will be established soon.  

 

As vision committee liaisons, Parish Council members are not expected to chair or convene meetings of the vision 

committees. Vision committee organization will take place at a scheduled meeting of parish ministry leaders Monday, 

August 4, 2014. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL PROCESSES 

A Parish Council chairperson is needed to serve on the Diocesan Pastoral Council. After discussion, and a period during 

which the question was tabled, Jim Muehlbauer offered to serve in this role. The council affirmed his appointment. 

 

It is necessary for the Parish Council to draft mission and vision statements for Annunciation Parish. This task and goal-

setting (How can we help our people accomplish our mission?) will be the content of a half-day retreat Saturday, 

September 6, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room, Holy Spirit campus.  

 

Work will begin toward Parish Pastoral Council bylaws, with a draft to be considered at the retreat September 6. Mary 

Biever and Chris Wolking offered to write this draft. Missy will send them bylaws that were used by Holy Spirit and Christ 

the King as available. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

The council considered some items that came out of the work of the merge sub-committees. A ministry statement from 

the Evangelization Sub-Committee and a parish calendar from the Community Celebrations Sub-Committee have been 

sent to the council for their comments. These comments will be directed to Missy in preparation for the next meeting, 

August 20. 
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A Prayer for Annunciation Parish has been written and its use was discussed. Suggestions included: Praying to open and 

close parish meetings; Praying in the school; Framing copies to be placed in both churches; Mary Biever will create a 

graphic that can be posted and shared on Facebook; Fr. Alex will post the prayer on the Annunciation Parish app and on 

the website. 

 

Fr. Alex updated the council on the repaving of the parking lot on the Holy Spirit campus. This was a budgeted item and 

long overdue. The year’s budget is being readied to share with the parish at large.  

 

We are preparing to offer Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 11:00 a.m. Mass at Christ the King church. Input 

from the council was requested regarding the space that will be used. Possibilities are the school cafeteria and the 

bride’s room in church. It will be necessary to soundproof the bride’s room.  

 

Fr. Alex introduced a discussion of the mood of the parish since the merger July 1. Overall, council members noted that 

parishioners were positive about what was going on at the parish. Continuing areas of concern are reintroducing an 

early Sunday Mass time, the future of the school, and meeting financial goals.  

 

Fr. Alex updated the council on Annunciation Catholic School at Holy Spirit. The school there received a D grade from the 

State of Indiana for the 2012-2013 year. If the school receives another D grade (the grade for 2013-2014 will be available 

this fall), we will not be able to accept new voucher students at Holy Spirit, but we will be able to maintain current 

voucher students. The council offered several suggestions to support the work of the school at Holy Spirit, including 

Youth First’s Strengthening Families program and parish mentors/tutors. Fr. Alex will share these with the School 

Council. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND CLOSING PRAYER 

Future agenda items should be sent to Fr. Alex.  

 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 20, 6:30 p.m., Parish Center. 

 

The meeting was adjourned following the closing prayer, Prayer for Annunciation Parish. 

 

 

 

 


